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From Volunteer to Client to Staff

As ahigh school student 2-
1/2 yearsago, Emily Shryock’s
first assignment for ICAN was
furloughing a four-month-old
dog in training named Jessie.
Two years|ater, this same dog
would become Emily’s own
assistance dog due to a Lyme
disease diagnosis and resultant
mobility complications.

As Jessie€’s early training
unfolded, the dog displayed
some fear issues and Emily
offered to help work with
her to get her past this
tendency. “She was the first
dog | taught to do advanced
skills-retrieving and tugging
and also wheelchair work,”
says Emily. “The wheelchair
part was important because by
then | needed a wheelchair.”
In December of 2006, Jessie

was placed with a client, but
the match was not compatible
and Jessie returned to ICAN.
While Jessie awaited another
placement, shelived with Emily. “| was
diagnosed with Lyme disease that
summer and Jessie accompanied me
on my visits with my specialist in
Michigan.” Jessie needed aplacement
and Emily needed an assistance dog.
“Voilal Perfect match!” says Emily.
“We are now living at the Indiana
School for the Deaf as part of the
Vincennes University American Sign
Language Program. And Jessie has
already learned her first sign: sit.”
Emily admits that living with a
progressive disease can be hard but
that Jessie provides emotional support.
“ Starting the day in pain makesit hard
to face a new day, but Jessie dways
puts asmile on my face,” says Emily.
“l am currently on treatment for my
Lyme disease, although progress is
slow and there is no way of knowing
how much | will improve. Still, it helps
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to know that Jessiewill be by my side,
helping me through whatever chal-
lenges come my way.”

Emily’s health condition now gives
her a special insight into the need for
the services provided by the ICAN
group. Shesays,”“l now appreciatethe
importance of having a dog that can
wait quietly while you are in class,
ignore distractions of peopleand food,
work in a variety of situations, and
constantly be ‘on call’.”

“| also have aneat perspective when
working with clients,” she adds. “I
understand the maneuvering it takes
to get awheelchair and a dog through
a door without smashing fingers or
paws, realize how hardit can betoload
dog and equipment into acar, and how
simple things like feeding treats or
buckling collars can bedifficult.”

Today, Emily continues her education
andisalsoworking for ICAN part time

managing the active Client Services
programs. Jessieisby her sidethrough
ital. “Whilel can’'t say | would have
chosen to have Lyme disease, | can
say that it has given methe opportunity
to learn new lessons, meet some
amazing people, and realize that
happiness is not dependent on
health,” saysEmily. “ICAN ismaking
adifference, one person and one puppy
at atime.”
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Two little labradoodle pups were
recently added to the ICAN program
thanks to the generosity of Kirsten
Phillipsand Darling Doodlesby Glory
Lane. While one pup instantly became
Cassie (named for Cass County), the
other dog remained nameless. That is,
until IndianapolisMayor Greg Ballard
named the pup for ICAN. In keeping
with ICAN’stradition of naming pups
primarily after thingsrelated to Indiana,
Mayor Ballard bestowed the name
Monon (Mo for short) on the pup.
Thank you to the Mayor and his staff
for their interest in ICAN!
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